Wang Qingsong

Opening on 8 April with the launch of CHINA NOW'’s contemporary art programme, Wang
Qingsong’s exhibition at the Albion consists of two new, ground-breaking works. The artist is
internationally renowned as a key figure in the Chinese contemporary art scene. Subverting
the language of propaganda, he creates large computer-manipulated photographs imbued
with wry humour and deep-seated iconoclasm toward all things ‘official’. The exhibition
continues until 28 April.

Qingsong’s work epitomises the emergence of a recent trend in Chinese art dubbed as
‘Gaudy Art'. This style appropriates familiar motifs and symbols from popular culture of both
the East and West. Qingsong’s take on contemporary China looks at the rapid changes
Chinese society is undergoing as it is transformed by Western influences and its own
explosion of consumer culture.

Aware of the onslaught of consumer culture, materialism and commercialism, Wang
Qingsong stages scenes which mock these growingly important attitudes to life by blending
symbols of the East with those of the West as seen in his two pieces The Glory of Hope and
UN Party.

Commenting on the shifting environment in China, The Glory of Hope (2007) is Qingsong’s
flip side vision of the Olympic dream in the countdown to the Games opening in August.

UN Party (2007) is a work in two parts which shows a large-scale reception party and its
empty aftermath. Wang Qingsong comments: "UN Party was created in a huge hangar which
was once used to grow vegetables in the winter... In China, a lot of secretive gatherings
happen in the similar places. So | set up in this hangar with U and N shaped tables, as long
as 150-200 metres for each shape, and created a podium with the national flags of 78
countries, two huge Chinese lions, and lanterns. In the end, | invited 1300 people to
participate in the shoot. "(See images below)



Wang Qingsong lives and works in Beijing. He was born in 1966 during the first year of the
Cultural Revolution. His father died when he was 15 and to support himself he worked in the
oil fields of South Central China for 8 years, applying five times to various art academies

before being accepted at the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts, from where he graduated in
1991. He has since exhibited internationally.
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