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The Curve Gallery at the Barbican Centre presents Frolic , Huang Yong Ping’s exhibition of 
site-specific installations, from 25 June to 21 September as part of CHINA NOW, the UK’s 
largest ever festival of Chinese culture. 
 
Frolic  is named after the name of a ship built to transport goods between British India, China 
and Great Britain. The exhibition explores imperial history between the China and Britain in 
the 19th Century and its similarities to modern-day global capitalism.  
 
Huang Yong Ping’s exhibition exposes opium palettes, needles and stoves as an opening to 
his exhibition then moves to its central piece: a life size model or the British Prime Minister, 
Lord Palmerston, who is considered initiator of the Opium Wars in China in 1840 and 1858. 
The statue lies on an opium bed smoking an opium pipe with opium balls, scales and storage 
boxes gathered around him.  
 
The artist’s work is highly acclaimed in the installation world for his large scale site specific 
installations and sculptures which bring together abstract elements of Dadaism combined with 
Chinese numerology and various media influences.  
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